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upon the mind of India, quite independently of their
pretensions to pre-eminence through their origin from
Brahma's mouth. With Brahmanical discipline and
pursuits there is real sympathy even on the part of large
portions of the community who are legally debarred
from participating in them. There is an admiration
and approval of the Brahman among the people, as well
as dread and distrust of him, and contempt for his ex-
travagant claims. Hence the attempt, in late centuries
especially, of multitudes precluded from priestly service,
to become wandering saints, and devotees of various
orders and grades. There is very great deference shown
to the Brahman even in view of the fact that he is now
left without the legal remedy for enforcing on his own
behalf the unjust laws which he has made connected
with his life, honour, and support. I add another
observation. I have a strong impression that a great
deal of the Brahmanical legislation was from the first
intended only for effect, and that it was never designed
to be carried into execution as far as the priestly
practice itself was concerned." In harmony with this
last suggestion is the opinion of a native writer in the
Calcutta Review : * " Those who arrogate to themselves
great honours must at least profess to be guided by a
more elevated standard of duty than their neighbours.
A man who prides himself on the greatness of his origin
must admit that it behoves him to observe higher
principles of morality than those over whom he affects
superiority. The Brahmans have accordingly laid down
severe rules for the government of their order. Whether
the authors of the Sastras intended that their austere
rules should be followed out in practice, or whether
they merely proposed to exhibit their idea of priestly
* Calcutta Review, 1851, p. 53.